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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 




1. \currently Amended) In an information distribution system providing content data 
and assetsxlata comprising navigational information to at least one subscriber, 
apparatus comprising: 

a NUlisoacket inserter, for inserting NULL transport packets within a transport 
stream IncludingS^ntent packets; and 

a transport processor, for replacing at least some of said NULL packets with 
asset packets compnWig said navigational information comprising at least one of 
bitmaps and control scrVts. said navigational assets associated with said content 
packets to produce a composite transport stream including content packets comprising 
said navigational informat i orr ^nd asset packets having said naviga tional information 
navigation imago r y assets , 

2. (Original) The apparatus of cl^im 1 , further comprising: 
a first transport packetlzer, for pl^cketizing sard asset data to produce said asset 

packets; and 

a second transport packetizer, coop^ting with said NULL packet inserter, for 
packetizing said content data and producing s^id transport stream including content 
packets. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, further ccJ^prising: 
storage means, coupled to said transport processor, for storing said asset 

packets and said transport stream including content pac^ts and NULL packets. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 
storage means, coupled to said transport processor, for ^ring said asset 

packets and said transport stream including content packets and WLL packets. 
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5. (Original) The apbaratus of claim 4, further comprising: 

a session controller, for interacting with a subscriber to receive a content 

request; \ 

said controller causing a transport stream including said requested content 
packets and NULL packets\o be provided to said transport processor; and 

said controller causinAasset packets associated with said requested content to 
be provided to said transport processor. 

6. (Previously Presented) Th^ apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said NULL packet 
inserter is responsive to a bandwidth reservation signal to provide a number of NULL 
packets inserted into said transportWream including content packets. 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said second transport 
packetizer provides mapping data indicative of the location of NULL packets within said 
transport stream including content pacMets and NULL packets. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2l wherein: 

said transport processor is responsVe to an asset rate control signal to adapt a 
utilization level of said NULL packets. \ 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein: 

said transport processor is responsive t© an asset count signal to replace a 
plurality of NULL packets with each asset packej. 

10. (Cun-ently Amended) In an information distribution system providing content data 
and asset data comprising navigational informationyto at least one subscriber, a method 
for processing content and asset information comprtsing the steps of: 

inserting, within a transport stream including content packets, a plurality of NULL 
packets; dfi4 \ 

replacing at least some of said NULL packets witlo asset packets comprising at 
least one of bitmaps and control scripts, wherein said naOugatlonallnfermatipn are 
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associated with said content packets to produce a composite transport stream including 

content packets oomprioingVaid novigation?il information an d a o oct packotg, w ho r f^ in 

said navigationc information iand asset packets include navigation imagery ass ete 

Includina said navigational Infymation . 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) Ae method of claim 10, wherein said asset packets are 
processed according to the stepaof: 

packetizing, using a transport packetizer. at least one information stream 
comprising an asset information strt^am, said asset information stream being 
associated with a content stream. 

12. (Original) The method of claim \l , wherein said asset information stream 
comprises a plurality of asset information sub-streams. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 10, Wherein said plurality of NULL packets to be 
inserted into said transport stream including content packets is determined with respect 
to a bandwidth reservation signal. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of providing 
mapping data indicative of the location of NULL packets within said transport stream 
including content packets and NULL packets. ^ 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, whereiAsaid step of replacing comprises the 
steps of: \ 

finding, using said mapping data, the locatiota of a next NULL packet within said 
transport stream including content packets and NULy packets; 

determining, according to an asset injection ra^e, if said next NULL packet should 
be replaced by an asset packet; and 

in the case of a determination that said next NUVl packet should be replaced by 
an asset packet, replacing said next NULL packet with a next asset packet. 
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1 6. (Previously PresenteV The method of claim 1 0, wherein said step of Inserting 
said asset packets Is repeat^ according to an asset Injection count. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
interacting with a subscriber to receive a content request; 

retrieving a transport stream Including said requested content packets and any 
inserted NULL packets; and \ 

transporting, to said requesting subscriber, a transport stream including said 
transport stream including said requesWl content and said inserted asset packets. 
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